
California Legislature's Two-Year Session Cycle Explained 

California’s Legislature operates on a two-year session cycle, known as a biennium, 
which helps structure how bills are introduced, debated, and passed. Here's how it 
works: 

��������������� Session Timeline 

• The cycle begins in odd-numbered years (e.g., 2025) and runs through the end 
of the even-numbered year (e.g., 2026). 

• Legislators can introduce bills in both years of the session. 

���� Two-Year Bills 

• Bills introduced in the first year that don’t pass their house of origin (Assembly or 
Senate) by January 31 of the second year are dead and can no longer be 
acted upon. 

• If a bill does pass its house of origin in the first year, it can continue moving 
through the process in the second year without being subject to that deadline. 

��� Carryover Mechanism 

• This system allows lawmakers to refine or negotiate bills over a longer period. 

• It also gives constituents and advocacy groups more time to weigh in on 
legislation. 

��� Why It Matters 

• The two-year structure encourages deliberation and strategic planning, 
especially for complex or controversial proposals. 

• It also means that legislative activity can vary significantly between the first and 
second years, with the second year often being more fast-paced due to looming 
deadlines. 
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